Third Sunday of Advent 
December 16, 2007 

Faith Sharing 

Readings and Questions for the 

Weekend of December 23 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Listen to the Word 

As you hear this familiar story, what 
words or phrases strike you? What 
touches your heart? 

Theme 

Jesus is God made flesh. (Emmanuel = 
God is with us!) 

Look Into Your Life 
Question for Children: When you pray, 
how do you hear God's voice in response? 
Question for Youth: Christmas reminds 
us each year that "God is with us." What 
will you do within this Christmas 
celebration to open yourself more fully to 
God with us - to Emmanuel? 

Question for Adults: What experiences 
do you have of God "speaking to you" 
and directing your life and work? How 
does God speak to you in prayer? 


Monday December 17 
Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 

8:00 a.m. - Daily Liturgy 
Intention: Repose of Craig Reagle 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
7:00 p.m. - Advent Reconciliation Service 
at Blessed Sacrament 

Tuesday, December 18 
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25 

No Daily Liturgy - Fr. Mark’s Day Off 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 
7:00 p.m. - Advent Reconciliation Service 
at St. Therese 

Wednesday, December 19 

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Food Pantry 
7:00 p.m. - High School Youth Event 
7:00 p.m. - Advent Reconciliation Service 
at St. Joseph’s in Spearfish 

Thursday, December 20 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 
8:00 a.m. - Daily Liturgy 
Intention: For the Repose of Charley 
Cimburek 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
7:00 p.m. - Advent Reconciliation Service 
at St. Paul’s in Belle Fourche 

Friday, December 21 

Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Luke 1:39-45 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 

Saturday, December 22 
1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56 

8:00 a.m. - Daily Liturgy 

Intention: Improved Health Greg Biegler 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Food Pantry 


9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. - Women’s Encounter 
3:30 p.m. - Reconciliation 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24 

5:00 p.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: Repose of Bob Biegler 
Ministry Schedule 
Bread Baker: Betsy Van Asma 
Altar Servers: Jessica Schacher, Matthew & 
Christopher Van Asma 

Blood: Jan Schurman, Jacqui Blaha, Roberta 
Balzer, Jerry Silbernagel 
Body: Diane Clarke 
Lectors: Jerry Meyer; Chad Thies 
Sacristans: Patty & Charlie Cresalia 
Ushers: Dennis & Judy Olson 
Choir: Folk Group 

Sunday, December 23 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24 

8:00 a.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: OLBH Community 
Ministry Schedule 
Altar Servers: Brianna Quinn, Kevin 
Chamberlain, Courtney Cassen 
Blood: Marty Quinn, Jean Schubauer, Brenda 
Jacobs, Dean Antonsen 
Body: Mary Antonsen 
Lectors: Taylor Rohrbach, Marty Quinn 
Sacristans: Marc & Brenda Jacobs 
Ushers: Kevin Rohrbach, Duane Schubauer 
Choir: Regina’s Minstrels 
9:15 a.m. - Coffee Hour 
10:30 a.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: Improved Health Greg Biegler 
Ministry Schedule 

Altar Servers: Tyler Corbine, Jacqui Osnes, 
David Strand 

Blood: Sharon Long, Curt Lauinger, Jim & Barb 
Scherr 

Body: Joni Osnes 
Lectors: Collette & Pauline Stojfel 
Sacristans: Barb & Gary Erickson 
Ushers: John Wang, Jim Hoag 
Choir: Family Choir 

11:00 a.m. - “The Nativity” movie with lunch 
downstairs in dinning room 

Sparks from Fr. Mark 

Gospel of Matthew, Part IV 

What does Jesus teach? In times of such 
controversy and contention the stakes are high, 
and there can be no middle ground. Thus, Jesus 
warns, “Whoever is not with me is against me” 
(12:30). In this either/or world people stand either 
with the sheep who take their place in the 
kingdom, or with the goats who are sent to the 
fires prepared for the devil (25:31-46). People 
stand either with the wise virgins who are 
admitted to the feast or with the foolish virgins 
who are left outside the banquet hall (25:1-13). 
People are either fruitful wheat gathered into the 
barn or worthless chaff thrown into the fire ( 
13:24). The decision about discipleship places 
people either on the side of God or on the side of 
Satan. 

There are harsh consequences to Matthew’s 
either/or view of the world. Those who reject 


Jesus are not simply misguided or misinformed. To 
reject Jesus is to reject God; to reject God is to be 
on the side of Satan. In this sense the controversies 
between Jesus and the religious authorities, and 
between Matthew’s community and the Jews of his 
day, reflect the much larger and most basic of all 
conflicts: the struggles between the kingdom of God 
and the kingdom of Satan. From Matthew’s 
theological and polemical perspective, the Jewish 
authorities of his day have willfully and deliberately 
sided with Satan. For this reason some of the New 
Testament’s most virulent anti-Semitic statements 
are found in Matthew's Gospel (27:25; 62-66; 
28:11-15). Understanding the bitter social 
circumstances, explains, but does not justify 
Matthew’s harsh judgments. Does his assessment 
warrant Christianity's sad history of anti-Semitism? 

Ironically, as harsh as Matthew is with his 
opponents, his Jesus is strikingly compassionate. 
Jesus begins his ministry with words of blessing as 
he preaches the Beatitudes (5:1-12). Among the 
blessed are those who are merciful and their reward 
is mercy in kind (5:7). This theme of mercy is 
developed throughout the gospel. Twice Jesus 
quotes Hosea 6:6: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” 
(9:13, 12:7). Jesus identifies the way to satisfy 
obligations of the law as “justice and mercy and 
fidelity” (23:23). Those who stand with Jesus are 
the beneficiaries of divine mercy. 

Source: Living Liturgy: Spirituality, Celebration, and 
Catechesis for Sunday and Solemnities, 2008, 
(Collegeville MN, Liturgical Press, 2008) 


Prayer List 

Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. 
Please contact the office if continued prayers are needed. 

Improved Health: Joe Creek, Frank Keller, Helen 
Barber, Grant Coffin, Mary Kay Young, Sharon 
Long, Cliff Meyer, Gertrude Bessie, George Senn, 
Dorothy Norman, Jim Raba, Karen Weyrich, Greg 
Biegler, Dorothy Roseland, Missy Jorgensen, Cindy 
Thompson, Gladys Doyle, Greg Biegler & Shirley 
Little Thunder 

Repose: Mike Cariveau, Bob Biegler, Craig Reagle, 
Wilrner Zvonek & Connie Kinsman 



Stewardship December 8 & 9 


Loose 

$2,189.27 

Envelopes 

$2,425.00 

Votive 

$1.50 

Student 

$61.23 

Building 

$25.00 

Other 

$710.00 

Total 

$5,412.00 


Women’s Encounter 

Saturday, December 22 from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.. A 
video on Our Lady of Guadalupe will be shown and 
a discussion will follow. All women are welcome. 

Prayer Blanket Delivery 

We will be delivering the prayer blankets we made 
at Gatherings of Grace to the homebound and those 
in need of prayers on January 4 at 6:00 p.m. 
Parishioners of all ages are welcome to come along. 
We will also sing a carol or two, or three... Meet at 
OLBH. Afterwards we will have hot chocolate. 





























Gloves Hats Socks 

The Peace and Justice ministry is asking 
each family to bring new gloves, hats or 
warm socks as our gift of the Magi to our 
families on the Standing Rock Reservation. 
They will be taken to the schools so the 
children of all ages can have our warm 
wishes. Please leave your unwrapped gifts in 
the box in the gathering area by January 6. 


Gatherings of Grace 

Thank you to all who planned and 
participated to make our first event a 
success. Our theme this month is “Put 
Christ Back into Christmas.” For some 
great ideas on how to do just that, visit 
www. catholiccul ture.org/li turgicalvear/a 

ctivities/view.cfm 


Live Nativity 

The traditional OLBH Live Nativity will be 
held before and after the 8:00 & 10:30 
Masses December 30. If your children 
would like to participate, please have them 
sign up in the gathering area or call Teresa 
Thompson at 787-5168. 

Single Spouses Hors doeuvres at Our 
Lady of the (BCacfHiCCs and 
Christmas Light Tour Sunday, 
<Decem6er 16 at 4:30p.m. 
<RS4AP to (Patty Cariveau 716-5882 


Poinsettias for Christmas 

If you would like to donate flowers or a 
Wi make a contribution to buy 
'OTHL-. flowers for Christmas, it 

IMk appreciated. White or red 
poinsettias are preferred. 
Flowers may be placed in the OLBH library 
any time after December 20. Contributions 
to buy flowers would be appreciated by the 
20th as well. Thank you so much for 
making our sanctuary beautiful. 

Lenten Sacred Spaces & Recipes 

Do you have a sacred space you go to, or a 
favorite meal you prepare during Lent? If so. 
Gatherings of Grace would like a photo of 
your sacred space or a copy of your Lenten 
recipe. You may drop them off in the office 
or email them to betsy@olbh.org by Sunday, 
January 6th. 

Update on the OLBH Library 

From Mary the Librarian 

At Christmas time most Christians set up a 
creche in their homes to remind them of the 
reason for the season. The OLBH Library 
has a great book that gives background 
information on how people around the world 
have depicted the Nativity through the 
centuries. The Christmas Crib takes us on a 
pictorial trip through various times and 
countries. It is recorded that St Jerome, after 


visiting the cave in Bethlehem, commented that 
he wished he could see a crib of clay representing 
the one the Savior laid in. So perhaps this is the 
origin of the idea of a creche. Many thanks to the 
Sisters at the St. Martin Priory for donating this 
book to us. 

The OLBH Library also has several children’s 
books on the Nativity. Some of them restate the 
Biblical story directly while others add a little 
imagination. We’ll place them below the “new 
book” shelf in the library. Please check them out 
and enjoy them with children you know. 

Calling All STM Alumni 
Food and Drinks at the Firehouse 

Brewery 

All friends of STM are invited to enjoy some 
food, drinks, and good company, 7:30 p.m. on 
Friday, December 21. There will be music and 
free appetizers, although a donation can be given 
at the door. Money is being raised for a 
scholarship fund to defray costs of attendance for 
students who could not otherwise attend. Also, 
the St. Thomas More Class of 1997 Reunion will 
be held Saturday the 22nd. 

Playground Monitor Needed 

St. Elizabeth Seton School is in need of a 
playground monitor 11:00-2:00 M-F. You may 
fill out an application at the school office at 431 
Oakland St. If you have any questions call Marie 
Broz at 348-1477. 

Ultreva 

Ultreya will be held at Blessed Sacrament Church 
on December 16 at 7:00 p.m. All Cursillistas are 
welcome to come and rejoice in the fellowship of 
old and new friends in Jesus Christ our Lord! 
Any questions? Contact Diane Ange at 721-3065. 

Level II Separated & Divorced Support 

Group, “Happiness is an Inside Job” 

This is an eight-week, non-denominational 
support group using John Powell's book by the 
same name. The group is designed to help those 
who are separated or divorced to find new 
meaning and purpose in their lives. Previous 
Level I attendance is helpful but not required. 
Join us at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, January 10, at St. 
Therese’s. The book and registration fee is 
$38.00. For more information, call Family Life 
Ministries at 343-3541. 

Bereavement Support Group 

This is an eight-week, non-denominational 
support group for anyone grieving the loss of a 
loved one. The group begins at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, January 28, at Blessed Sacrament 
Church in Rapid City. Please come early to 
register. For more information call Janece 
Rieman at 343-5547. 

Christian Family Planning Seminar 

Join us Saturday, January 19, from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon at St. Anthony’s in Hot Springs. This is a 
requirement for engaged couples, and also an 
enriching learning experience for married 
couples, or anyone wanting to know more about 
natural family planning. For more information, 
or to register, call Family Life Ministries at 343- 
3541. 


Vocation Discernment Weekend 

January 4-6, 2008 

Join the Little Sisters of the Poor in Palatine, Illinois 
for a weekend of prayer and reflection. Open to 
single women 18-35 years of age who want to 
explore the possibility of a religious vocation. There 
is no charge for the retreat, and funds for travel 
assistance are available. For information, call (847) 
219-2430 or go to 

vocationinfo@littlcsistcrsofthcpoor.org . 

Matching Grant for Masses for Life 

The Diocesan Pro-Life Commission is again 
offering a matching grant, up to $250, for donations 
made to the "Diocesan Masses for Life" program by 
December 31, 2007. Every day, throughout our 
Diocese, a mass is offered for respect and protection 
of all human life, from conception to natural death. 
This program arranges for these masses to be 
offered and pays the priests' stipends. Your 
donation allows you to assist with this spiritual 
endeavor. Please send your donation, marked 
"Masses for Life” by December 31, to Mary 
Mitchell, Treasurer, 113 Berry Pine Road, Rapid 
City, SD 57702. 

For the Ride Home 

By Ted Berg 

Scripture 

•Then will the eyes of the blind be 
opened, the ears of the deaf be 
cleared; then the lame will leap 
like a stag, then the tongue of the 
mute will sing. (Isaiah 35:6) 

•The Lord gives sight to the 
blind; the Lord raises up those who are bowed 
down. (Psalm 146:8) 

•Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the 
Lord is at hand. (James 5:8) 

•Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
poor have the good news proclaimed to them. 
(Matthew 11:4-5) 

Reflection 

•What does the message to John the Baptist mean? 
•What does Isaiah’s prophecy mean? What is the 
metaphor? 

•What did you do to prepare for the Lord’s coming 
last week? 

•How do you make your heart firm? Spiritual 
exercise? 

•What will you do in the two remaining weeks of 
Advent? 

God in his nature is most simple and cannot admit 
of any duplicity. If we then were to be conformed to 
him, we should try to become by virtue what he is 
by nature. We should be simple in our affections, 
intentions, actions, and words; we should do what 
we find to do without artifice or guile, being on the 
outside what we are on the inside. (St. Vincent de 
Paul)' 

lr Thigpen, Paul, A Dictionary of Quotes from the Saints , 
Servant (Ann Arbor, MI, Servant Publications, 2001), 211. 
































